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AMERICAN TRADER FINAL SEABIRD
RESTORATION PLAN AVAILABLE, APRIL 2001

The final Natural Resource Restora-
tion Plan for Seabirds injured by the
American Trader oil spill has been
completed by the American Trader
Watural Resource Trustee Council —
Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric
Admimstration (NOAA), U5, Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
California Department of Fish and
Game Office of Spill Prevention and
Response (OSPR) — and is now
available to the public.

The Plan describes projects selected
to restore seabird resources injured as
a result of the 1990 American Trader 2% Murrclet Chick, Anacapa Tstand 2001

incident, which spilled over 400,000

gallons of crude oil offshore of Huntington Beach. This document also describes the affected envi-
ronment and resources injured by the oil spill.

The il contaminated over 60 sguare miles of ocean waters and 15 miles of shoreling, and affected
thousands of marine organisms, including seabirds. The Trustee agencies (continued on next page)

PROGRESS ON RAT REMOVAL ON ANACAPA ISLAND

It's happening. The National Park Service and the Isiand Conservation Group along with the American Trader
Trustes Council successfully implemented the first of two phases of a project almed at removing rats from
Anacapa Island in the Channel slands National Park. These unwelcome pests probably invaded Anacapa ls-
fand over 100 years ago and have adversely affectad nesting birds, native vegetation and the overall balance

| aflife on the island. This project should not only enhance bird populations on the island, the main goal of the

American Trader Trustee Council, but will also enhance the island's overall ecogystam, the main goal of the
Mational Park Service and the Island Conservation Group.

The weather finally coaperated and the helicopter showed up on Anacapa Isiand in early December. The leam
of restoration biologists ran a safe and smooth operation spreading rodenticide throughout the habitat of the
black rat. Prior o the helicopter's arrival, & team of biologists from UC Santa Cruz's Predatory Bird Fte-s:e_arcn ]
Group caught and relocated predatory birds including hawks and owls. A second application of ﬂ_:nde nticide will
be necessary in 2002 to complete the eradication of rats from the island, Aftar the iImplementation of phase
one, allinvolved are even more optimistic that the overall project will be a complete success.
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To request a printed
copy of the full
restoration plan, please
contact;

Mr. Paul Kelly

CA Dept. of Fish and
Game - OSPR

| P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA
O4244-1090

Emuail:

phelly@ospr.dfe. ca.gov

Other cor? settlements
related to restoring the
natural resosrce injuries
caused by pollution events

such as oil spills or

intdustrial waste are alvo
being managed by variour |
interagency Trastee
Conngtly in California
and throughast the
United States.

RESTORATION PLAN AVAILABLE
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

estimate that as many as 3,200 birds died and 9,500 chicks were not born as a result.

The

Brown Pelican, a listed endangered species, was severely impacted with an estimated 195 dead
birds. Other heavily impacted species included grebes and sea ducks. Other at-risk species in the
area during the spill included breeding populations of Xantus's Murrelet and Ashy Storm Petrel.
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THE RESTORATION PLAN

This Restoration Plan was prepared jointly by the California De-
partment of Fish and Game, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, with con-
siderable public input. Implementstion of restoration projects
began in 2001 and will continue for approximately five or six
years. The intent of the collection of restoration projects is to
compensate for injuries incurred during the spill and for interim
losses incurred during the period of recovery. The plan may be
viewed on-line at http:/fwww.darcnw.noaa. govfamirader_him,

MONITORING THE SUCCESS OF THE
ANACAPA ISLAND PROJECT—
XANTUS’S MURRELETS AND BROWN PELICANS

The Xantus's Murrelet is one of the rarest seahirds
in the world (less than 10,000 breeding individu-
als). It only breeds on the Channel Istands of
southem California and islands off northwest Baja
California in Mexico, Introduced predators, such as
the biack ral an Anacapa Island, have destroved or
reduced colonies throughout the breeding range.
Luckity. on Anacapa |skand, a small population con-
tinues to exist in areas thought to be less access|-
ble to rats.

Removal of rats from Anacapa & expected to result
in increased breeding numbers. Pre-eradication
efferts involved the development of monitaring
fechnigues using traditional visual observations as
well as more high-tech radar techniques and maore
innovative night spotlight techniques, Since mur-
relets are active at night, these unusual tech-
nigues have proved invaluable for monitoring.

Monitoring will continue in 2002, Post-eradication
monitoring will be conducted periodically for up to
ten years following the completion of rat removal.

The California Brown Pelican is a federally endan-
gered species that nests on the ground on
Anacaps |sland, Although the nesting locations
are in areas that have been less intensively usead
by black rats on the island, nevertheless, it 1s im-
portant to ensure that these imporant seabirds
are protected from predation and hebitat destruc-

Mesting California Brown Pelicun, Anacopa Lsland

tion caused by the rats. The ATTC is funding a con
tinuation of work which will result in 2 comprehen-
sive evaluation of the pre- and post-rat eradication
status of pelicans on Anacapa island.

Diraft reports summarizing the pre-aradication status
of bath of these important seabirds should be avail-
able In late 2002,

This work s being done for the ATTC by National
Park Service, Channal Islands National Marine Sanc-
tuary, Humnbeldt State University Foundation, Hamer
Consulting and California Institute of Environmenital
Studies with assistance from the Mational Fish and
Wildlife Foundation,
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BUDGET REPORT 1998-2001
What about the mice on
Anacapa Island ?
American Trader Budget Qverview Sl
Starting funds in 1998 82972157 R G RS LML U000 PR
deer maiire {Permmyse i
Interest earned through 10/31/01 $ 502,854 i ;m,mi}:;ﬁ m::,mﬁ:
Expenditures and obligations elee, Sinee Hiere i3m0 rai-gpecific
through 12/31/2001 -$1,527,165 foxican, the mice on Anacapa that
eat the rar poismn will aivo die.
Balance as of 12/31/01 $1,947 845 ﬁgﬂxﬂ;ﬂ‘mﬂ,@ vl o
£his wieneve popaiation on Aracapa.
Summary of Expenditures and Obligations :“ ’?Iﬁmfwﬂ; M“""’;
Anacapa lslard Restoration Project 5 998,833 et ahe idand aid kept away from
Pelican Roost Enhancaments and GIS atlas % 79727 peisoed areas. This pogudanin
Restoration Plan Davelopment (TC agenciag) 5141,140 Frs dtie: exrrenely well and will be
UCDavis - Restoration Plan assistance 5 69,100 i ey
Administration cosis (TC agencies) % 139,580 1
Contract Administration (NFWF and FWS} $ 98,775 '
Total Expenditures $1.527,165
AMERICAN TRADER TRUSTEE COUNCIL
i mew rar-
Sree iidgnd
Febirers i eaely 2002, Additionally
. : : e 20002, Jris expected that mive
California Dept of Fish & Game  National Oceanic and MMOS- | oy phe now-treased ~phase 2°
Sinoce 2000, Paul Kelly has eheric Administration ared of the fsland project will be

Singe 1999, Carol Gorbics
has been the Fish and Wildiife
Sarvico's ATTC represantative.
She Is & bicloglst with exten
sive restaration experience,
She spent over 10 vears of
her career working on restora-
tion activities following the
Exxon Valdez oil spill in
Alaska. Seott Sobiech, a Envi-
ronmental Contaminants bi-
ologist, is the Service's alter-
nate representative.

EVENTS IN 2001

been the state's ATTC repre-
santative. He is a hinlogist
with extensive exparience and

publications in seabird restora-

tion activities in California. He
has been with OSPR since its
inception and has responded
to numerous oil spills through-

aut California. Steve Hampton,

A resourca aconamist, is
05PR's altemate representa-
tive,

Jennifer Bovee took aver as
MNOAA's lead ATTC representa-
tive in 2001, replacing Lt
Cmdr Michael Devany. She is
a biologist with extensive oil
spill response, injury assess-
mént and restaration experi-
ence related to seabirds and
other natural resources.
Katherine Pease, an attormey
for NOAA, is MOAA's allemate
representative,

fratidonated o fe freed Vphose
1" rau-free dstand area to frker
enfines the population of mice. Al
invaived are oprimistic that e deer
e popnlagion will recover and
actisally Brcredse ai g resulf of rar
removatl dince ris ok anily ave xome
af the same food as mice, buralo
cfie thie mice themselvey,

& ATTC contracted with Island Conservation, Humboddt
Siate University Foundation, Crescent Coastal Re-
search, California Institute of Environmental Studies,
Full Frame Productions and Hamar Consulting 1o con-
duct restoration projects.

& Natlonal Fish and Wildlife Foundation worked closely
with the ATTC to faciiitate project implemeantaton.

& A fedaral district court denied a request to stop imple-
mentation of the Anacapa Island Restoration Project.
The litigation will continue inte 2002,

s ATTC activities wera highlighted in press coverage from : st wlans o
Los Angeles, Ventura, San Diego and other regional i acl o Tty i : sty ™ |
P : E | R ARIEREEEEE BT =1
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Amefican Trader Trustee Council
¢/o Carol Gorbics

U.5. Fish and Wildlife Senice
Carsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
2730 Loker Avenue West
Carisbad, CA 92008

Reisoring Tnnred Seabird Resowrees

The American Trader Trustee Counicil {ATTC) is an interagency organization thar is tasked with
restoration of manne bird injunies related to the American Trader oil spill. ‘The court settlement
documents provide direction and certain limitations on how the sertlement funds can be spent

The council is tasked with administenng the funds, implementing restoranon actvities and assuring
that all appropriate state and federal Lows are adhered o,

PLANS FOR 2002

The ATTC plans to continue to work to Implement the Restoration Plan, as
funds allow. Efforts to implement various aspects of programs 1o enhance
coastal Brown Pelican Roosts will be highlighted this year including:

& A cooperative project with San Diego National Wildlife Refuge and Cres-
cent Coastal Research to enhance pelican roosting opportunities; and

& A cooperative project between the Carlsbad Fish and Wildiite Office and
Crescant Coaslal Research o develop a pelican roost atlas for coastal
California.

Other new projects may include anhancemeant and protection of Westemn
and Clark’s Grebe nesting habitat in California.

The ATTC also has begun a partnership with the Channel lslands National
Marine Sanciuary 10 develop educational tools to highlight ways people can
help protect brown pelicans from human disturbance and injury.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation will past opportunities for grants, —

1 d W Greh
cooperative agreements and contracts related to implementation of the ::nl:fhil::, u,;ff,mu[ f:ji,_::
American Trader Restorgtion Plan on Its web site {hittp:/fwww.nfwf.org). restoration work,

Eor more information about American Trader Trustee Council activities and other restoration check out these websites:

http://www._dfg.ca.gov/ospr/index.html
http:/ S www, darcnw.noaa.gov/amtrader.htm

http//contaminants. fws.gov/Issues/Restoration.cfim
hittp: /S www.nps.gov/ chis/naturalresources/airp.html




